
Newsletter 58 Autumn 2014 

Added value 
In our work with rural communities, we enable 
people to find ways to deal with the challenges 
they face every day.  
 

We always expect a contribution in labour or 
cash, to help fund project work. This ensures 
there’s no dependency, and gives future   
maintenance the best chance of success.  

We’re also keen to get funds from other sources 
where we can, to make our work go further. Last 
year, on average across our projects, we got an 
extra 38p for every £1 we spent, from local and 
Indian Government funds.  

One of the most heartening outcomes of our 
work is when communities become motivated 
to make decisions about other initiatives, 
‘adding value’ to the project. 

The village of Charasada (you may remember the Sil-
ver Lining Appeal in 2012), is doing just this. The pro-
ject is building 120 roof rain water harvesting tanks, 
and after two years of the project, 35 families are 
now benefiting from having ‘sweet’ drinking water at 
home for the first time.   
 
However, another possible water source, the village 
pond, was in a poor state; clogged up and stagnant, 
not fit for drinking, or crops...   
    Continued on Page 2 

DESPERATE FOR 
A DRINK APPEAL 
With this newsletter you 
should have received a col-
lecting box for our new 
‘Desperate for a Drink’ appeal.  

Just follow the instructions to 
assemble it, and start col-
lecting to help us continue our 
work. 

Thank you! 

A beneficiary in the Aravalli Hills accessing ‘sweet’ drinking water from his roof rain water harvesting tank 
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With help from our project team, the newly formed 
village committee (VDC) approached the local govern-
ment for funding to de-silt it. They were successful, 
and the pond was de-silted, yielding a large quantity 
of good quality silt clay.  

The VDC decided to sell the clay for local building 
works, and saved the money in a village fund. After 
this, a decision was taken to repair the village road, 
which has benefited everyone.  

Our project has brought added value to Charasada:  
more and better water in the pond; no more surface 
water pollution on the village road leading to less wa-
ter borne diseases; an improved environment and 
better access into and around the village.  

Christmas and Note Cards 2014   
We’re delighted with this year’s 
selection. This year’s designs in-
clude ‘Reach for the 
Stars’ (pictured) created for us by 
Fiona Beach, an Art student at 
Northbrook College, Brighton.  

We are grateful to all the artists 
who have generously donated 
their designs, enabling all profit 
outside costs to come to us. Please 
order lots!  

 

No order form with your   newsletter?  

Visit www.wellsforindia.org or call 01962 832 692. 

Love print?  

If you’re still keen to receive this newsletter in print form 
through the post, that’s great! We’d be delighted to keep 
you on our mailing list. 

If you’d be just as happy to receive an email link to an 
online copy of the newsletter, please let us know (and 
please remember to give us your email address!) 

Thank you! 

Turn Up or Turn Out 
 

Winchester locals, a date for your diary: 

Car Boot Sale 
 

Sunday November 9th  
7.30am to 12 noon 
Cattle Market Car Park, Andover Road, SO32 7BT 

 
All pitch fees go to Wells for India.  
The busier the market the better! 
We would be very pleased to see you! 

We welcome your news  and comments  
but please be aware that we cannot  

enter into individual correspondence. 

http://www.wellsforindia.org
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Dear Supporter, 

The Wells for India team is changing. In the economic upheaval of recent years our fundraising 
work has become more important than ever. Without the generosity of our donors and the 
commitment and dedication of our team we wouldn’t have been able to make a difference to 
over 48,500 people this year alone. 

So, when we found ourselves without an Operations Manager we saw an opportunity. We 
decided to bring in a specialist fundraiser to focus time and energy on gathering support and 
donations to enable us to continue with our critical and life changing work in India.  

Therefore it is with much excitement that we welcome Nicky Springthorpe to our team. Nicky 
joined us on the 1st September from Oxfam GB where she had been Partnership Development 
Manager – International Foundations since 2010. 

As Head of Communications and Partnerships Nicky’s twelve years as a professional fund-
raiser in UK, Africa and Southeast Asia will help us continue to support more poor 
communities in India by improving their vital water sources and quality of life.  

I hope you will join us in welcoming Nicky to our team and we look forward to keeping you 
informed of the life-changing projects made possible by Nicky’s contribution.  

 

Max Wilson 
Chair of Trustees 

Message from the 
Chair of Trustees 

Nicky who joined the WFI Team on 1st September 



Wells for India Newsletter 58  page 4 

Would you drink from this well? 
This family had no choice…until we came along. This well provided only a few inches of polluted  
water for this family of 9 and seven other families back in October 2013.  

The well has been: 
 de-silted  

 re-lined  
 and received a new parapet 
 
Resulting in: 
 increased water capacity 
 reliable water source 

 increased irrigation & double the crops 
 more food and more fodder  

 better diet and better health 

A treacherous hole in the ground, barely func-
tional, and with water that was hardly drinkable 
was all that Babla Kama’s family had access to. 
But then Babla Kama heard about our work. He 
applied for help from the project, offering his la-
bour. On the poverty line, with an annual income 
of £168, it was all Babla Kama could afford.  

Last year we renovated 38 wells like this, benefiting 319 families, 2,233 people. 

Monsoon update 

This year began with concern over the monsoon’s 
progress, and with the Indian Government making 
contingency plans to deal with an impending drought 
year. Now, all the signs are for a near-normal 
monsoon; streams are flowing and dams are starting 
to fill; sowing of crops has begun.  

Since our heavy involvement in drought relief work 
around the millennium with Rajasthan, we have had 
only one Emergency Drought Relief programme, in 
2011.   

In 2012 the exceptional monsoon led to severe 
flooding in Udaipur and the Thar Desert. The 
monsoon remains highly unpredictable and even 
though we have had what could be described as an  

 
 exceptional run of good years which has aided our 
development projects, we are always conscious 
that each year there is the increasing likelihood of 
drought.  

You can follow the monsoon progress and check 
rainfall online in real time (see picture above) at  

http://hydis.eng.uci.edu/gwadi/ 

The well in 2014  

The well in October 2013 

http://hydis.eng.uci.edu/gwadi/
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Ramsahai Purohit 
A Gandhian, Inspiring Us Into Action 
01.08.31 - 02.01.2014 
 

By Dr Nicholas Grey 
  

Two years later, in 1989 I made a return visit to the 
area and was saddened to see that the drought 
had tightened its grip. Half of the 200 villages in the 
Dudu Block, Jaipur district were without water.  

We mounted a crash programme to deepen wells 
and construct new ones. Shortly after we met Om 
Prakash Sharma, then working with the technical 
organisation AFPRO, and we began our first water 
harvesting projects, building anicuts (small dams) 
across river beds and deepening ponds.  

Ramsahai had a remarkable ability to source mon-
ey from the government. We would build a well for 
£500 and he would persuade the Rajasthan Gov-
ernment to supply it with electricity via 20 miles of 
cabling or he would persuade the Government to 
provide many miles of water pipes that allowed us 
to pipe water to networks of villages.  Whole villag-
es would be persuaded by Ramsahai to give their 
labour free and to dig the trenches & connect up 
the pipes from well to village. 

The villagers of the Dudu Block will not forget 
Ramsahai – forever a part of their history. He will 
also remain a revered part of the story of Wells for 
India and our history.  

 
 

In 1987 I took a trip that would change 
my life forever. Fifteen years earlier I had 
met a man called Ramsahai Purohit at an           
ecumenical gathering in Belgium in 1972.  

Ramsahai had just walked on a Peace March 
from India to Rome. He pleaded with European 
Leaders to stop the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. He was just off to meet Ian Paisley and to 
fast for peace in Northern Ireland.  It was on this 
ecumenical gathering that I embarked upon a long 
friendship with a very remarkable man.  

In 1987 I went to visit Rajasthan, the home town of 
Ramsahai Purohit. The town was in the grip of a ter-
rible drought. When I arrived we saw that tens of 
millions of animals were dying and many people 
were without water in their villages. Something had 
to be done.  

I went back to the UK, where Mary and I founded 
Wells for India. I was Chair of ‘Churches Together’ in 
Wokingham, Berkshire and with my contacts we 
were able to get support from a number of church-
es to support the construction of wells through 
Ramsahai’s charity, Village Self Help, Indankabas.  
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«super support «super support «super support « 

Marvellous money tree at 
West Monkseaton 
A big thank you to Margaret Graham and the Justice and 
Peace Group at Immaculate Heart of Mary who valiantly 
saved coins for ten months. Full jam jars were brought 
along to church every two months, and added to the Mon-
ey Tree, raising £1,300.  A further £400 was given by the 
church, making £1,700 for our Tree Treasure appeal.  

As it’s eligible for fund matching by the Four Acre Trust, 
we’ll get £3,400. Amazing! Thanks everyone. 

Margaret Graham, Ann Garland,  John Crook 

Over the years we’ve had amazing 
support from OCS, who donate 4p 
for every bottle of ‘Just Deli’ wa-
ter sold at their outlets through-
out the UK. They recently held a 
fundraising day and raised £2,654 
at 12 sites through cake sales and 
fun events such as dressing up—
or down! Thanks everyone, and 
we enjoyed the pictures on Just 
Giving!  

The grand total raised by OCS 
since 2008 is over £100,000. 

OCS charity fundraising 2014  

Some of the OCS Team 

Stunning Stanmore  
Pupils from Stanmore School in Winchester spent time learning about 
India, and were inspired by their teacher and by class talks given by 
WFI volunteer Jo Tanter.  

Over the holidays they did all kinds of sponsored events: Matthew de 
Lara (pictured) walked to school every day for a week carrying 1 litre 
of water and raised £117.17 through Just Giving. At a school Open Day 
children sold items they had made including bracelets, collage pic-
tures and napkin rings. The result – a stunning £1,682.17!  

Thanks everyone! 

Matthew de Lara carried a litre of water to school  
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«super support «super support «super support « 

For several years, Year 4 pupils at Western Primary School in Win-
chester have been inspired to do some wonderful fundraising for 
us, and this year was no exception.  

We wrote about pupil Max James in the Spring newsletter. Max 
was preparing to do a ski marathon in April, which he did, raising 
an amazing £616.12. The school’s grand total came to a staggering 
£3,021, from a variety of energetic fundraising ideas over the East-
er holidays. Western School Year 4, you are phenomenal.  

It’s a record! 

Wonderful Western 

Rotary Southampton Magna held a ‘Wine into 
Water’ evening to raise funds for us. Not only 
was an enjoyable evening had by all, but they 
raised a wonderful £900 which, when match 
funded by Four Acre gives us an amazing £1800.  

Many thanks to the Rotary Team - Jon Brazier 
and James LePage (pictured) for organising it, 
and to Wells for India volunteer Julian English 
(centre of picture) for sharing his knowledge 
about the difference these funds will make to 
communities we are supporting in India.    

Rotary Southampton Magna 

Max James at the end of his ski marathon 

Harmer Hill hosts   
Huge thanks to Harmer Hill supporters who 
hosted a Curry Evening in July. Friends en-
joyed a beautiful summer’s evening in the 
garden, a delicious supper and a raffle.  

Thanks to Russell Purslow, who had the 
idea, Julie Bushell, a stalwart in the kitchen; 
and Oscar the dog (pictured!), who also 
‘helped’.  

A good time was had by all, and it 
raised an amazing £356! 

Harmer Hill Supporters enjoying a 
Curry Evening  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               

www.wellsforindia.org 

In 2013 – 2014 we worked with 50,000 people and spent 
£69,500 on water harvesting techniques including: 
 38 wells renovated 

 55 underground water tanks installed to capture precious monsoon rain and store it for use 

 6 dams to retain water and replenish the surrounding area 

 102 hectares of pastureland and field bunds developed for better crops and animal fodder 

 22 treatment camps for essential animals 

 7,000 trees; fruit, fodder and medicinal, planted 

 15 plant nurseries and biodiversity parks to improve employment opportunities and the environment 

Right now, Wells for India 
is changing the lives of up 
to 50,000 villagers. 
In the same way, a gift in your will,  of 
whatever size, to support our work, can 
make a big, long-term difference. 

We recommend you seek the advice of a 
solicitor when making or updating your 
will. 

For more details go to www.wellsforindia.org    
To book your place for the talk and / or supper please 

call us today on  01962 832 692.                                                                                 

Schools Sanitation and  Hygiene Programme in the Thar Desert  

"32.9% of all children who die before their fifth birthday are in 
India. These children die as a result of poverty and water   related 
illness.”   (UN Millennium Development Goals Report 2014) 

You are invited to a 
talk by our India Director  

Om Prakash 
followed by a Curry Supper  

 

Tuesday 7th October 6.00 for 6.30pm 
 

St Peter’s Parish Centre, Winchester, SO23 8RY. 

£15 for supper plus drinks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                              

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wellsforindia.org
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